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Mississippi Course of Study

Dr. J. Eric Pridmore, Instructor
April 13/14, 27/28 2012

Course Description

This course is designed to provide a broad overview of the entire New Testament with an anticipated outcome being one in which a greater appreciation of both the scriptures and the exegetical process is attained.

Course Objectives

1.  To gain insight into the basics of Exegesis and Interpretation of the New Testament.

2.  To practice the exegetical process.

3.  To develop the ability to look at the New Testament with fresh eyes.

4.  To begin to incorporate the academic process of looking at the New Testament with one's personal theology.

Class Process

This class is designed to be conducted in an open discussion/seminary model with input expected from all class members.  The student is expected to complete all readings and be prepared to share insights, thoughts, and questions from the Biblical text as well as the other assigned texts.

Required Texts

1.  New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors by Gordon D. Fee

2.  The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation by Luke Timothy Johnson

3.  Gospel Parallels: A Synopsis of the First Three Gospels, with Alternative Readings from the Manuscripts and Noncanonical Parallels by Burton H. Throckmorton

Supplementary Texts 

These are not required but are suggested and will be helpful in your study.
1.  The Roman Empire and the New Testament: An Essential Guide by Warren Carter

2.  A Critical Introduction to the New Testament: Interpreting the Message and Meaning of Jesus Christ by Carl R. Holladay

Course Assignments

1.  Pre-Session – Paper One

Due Date:  March 31st 

Format:  3-4 pages in length, double-spaced, normal font, and typewritten or computer printed.

Write an essay thoroughly describing your current method of sermon preparation including what resources you use.  Be sure to include in your essay the following: a) a written definition (in your own words) of Biblical exegesis; b) why is thorough exegesis important to the sermon, to the congregation, and to the pastor.  Use appropriate citations and endnotes or footnotes.  Attach a bibliography if necessary.  If you email the essay, please attach it as a Word (.doc) or text (.txt) file.  If you mail the essay, I must receive it no later than the stated due date.

2.  April 13/14 – The Gospels

a.  Read the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles utilizing a simple journal to record your thoughts and questions as you read.  The journal is for your use only and will not be turned in or graded.  You will be asked to confirm that you have completed this work.

b.  Luke Timothy Johnson's book is an excellent resource.  I recommend that you read the entire text.  However, in order for you to spend the time working with the Biblical text itself I am only requiring that you read chapters 4, 5, 6, and 9 for class.

c.  Prepare 10 type-written questions from your reading of Johnson’s book.  Be prepared to share these in class as part of our discussion.

d.  Gordon Fee's book is an excellent resource and provides very useful information.  I recommend reading the entire text. However, for class discussion I am requiring that you read the Introduction, Chapter I and Chapter III.

e.  Paper Two

Due Date:  April 13th (upon arrival in class)

Format:  7-9 pages in length, double-spaced, normal font, and type-written or computer-printed.  NOTE:  Papers submitted after class ends for the weekend session will be immediately considered one week late.  One letter grade will be subtracted for each week an assignment is late.  

Choose one of the Gospel lessons for Lent in the Revised Common Lectionary for Year B.  Utilizing the texts by Fee (Chapter III in particular), Johnson, and Throckmorton write a thorough exegetical essay of the Gospel lesson.  Use appropriate citations, endnotes or footnotes, and a bibliography.  Be sure to include the following information in your essay:

What is your initial understanding of the basic content of this passage? (Fee III, 1.2)

Name 3 or 4 main points or observations that you believe would be worth mentioning in your sermon (Fee III, 1.6)

What are some key words in the text that may need to be explained to your congregation and how would you explain those words? (Fee III, 1.4 & 2.3)

Describe the general historical setting for this passage.  Start with the setting and events from the book of the Bible you are working with.  Stay within the Biblical Text first.  Once you gather all you can from the Biblical Text then utilize outside sources. (Fee III, 2.5 & 3.1 and Luke Timothy Johnson)

Using Throckmorton, compare your passage with the other Synoptic Gospels.  Does your text appear in the other Gospels?  If so, how is it used?  Why did the writer state it this way? (Fee III, 1.4 & 2.3)

Consult at least 2 modern commentaries regarding your Biblical text.  How did your exegesis and understanding of the passage compare with these commentaries? (Fee III, 4.1)

3.  April 27/28 – The Pauline Literature, Other Epistles, and Revelation

a.  Read Romans, 1 Corinthians, and Galatians utilizing a simple journal to record your thoughts and questions.  The journal is for your use only and will not be turned in or graded.  You will be asked to confirm that you have completed this work.  

b.  I recommend that you read Luke Timothy Johnson's entire text.  However, for this part of the class I am only requiring that you read Chapters 10, 12, 13 and 14.

c.  Prepare 10 type-written questions from your reading of Luke Timothy Johnson.  Be prepared to share these in class as part of our discussion.

d.  Paper Three

Due Date:  April 27th (upon arrival in class)

Format:  7-9 pages in length, double-spaced, normal font, and type-written or computer-printed.  NOTE:  Papers submitted after class ends for the weekend session will be immediately considered one week late.  One letter grade will be subtracted for each week an assignment is late. 

Choose one of the Epistle lessons for the Sundays in Easter  in the Revised Common Lectionary for Year B.  Utilizing the texts by Fee (Chapter III in particular) and Johnson, write a thorough exegetical essay of the Epistle lesson.  Use appropriate citations, endnotes or footnotes, and a bibliography.  Be sure to include the following information in your essay:

What is your initial understanding of the basic content of this passage? (Fee III, 1.2)

Name 3 or 4 main points or observations that you believe would be worth mentioning in your sermon (Fee III, 1.6)

What are some key words in the text that may need to be explained to your congregation and how would you explain those words? (Fee III, 1.4 & 2.3)

Describe the general historical setting for this passage.  Start with the setting and events from the book of the Bible you are working with.  Stay within the Biblical Text first.  Once you gather all you can from the Biblical Text then utilize outside sources. (Fee III, 2.5 & 3.1 and Luke Timothy Johnson)

Consult at least 2 modern commentaries regarding your Biblical text.  How did your exegesis and understanding of the passage compare with these commentaries? (Fee III, 4.1)
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